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Talking  SMAC: A case study of Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City and the impact of development and urbanization in South Korea
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[image: ]Abstract:  Students use a variety of primary and secondary sources including the new National Atlas of Korea to investigate the impact of development and urbanization on the selection and creation of Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City as the home of 36 government agencies in South Korea. Students present the advantages and disadvantages of creating a new government center in a class role play debate and propose solutions to some of the problems associated with this type of regional development model.  


Grade Level: 9-12

Subject: AP Human Geography

Time Required: 2 class periods of 45 minutes 

Essential Understandings:
Students will understand that built landscapes and social space reflect the attitudes and values of a population. (Topic VII D)
Students will understand that measures of development are used to understand patterns of social and economic differences at a variety of scales. (Topic VI B)

Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to explain the planning and design issues and political organization of urban areas.
Students will be able to analyze spatial patterns of economic and social development.

Essential Knowledge:
Students will know that sustainable design initiatives include walkable mixed-use commercial and residential areas and smart-growth policies (e.g., new urbanism, greenbelts, slow-growth cities).
Students will know that models like Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth and Wallerstein’s World System Theory help explain spatial variations in development.

Resources needed:  
Internet access for articles and resources from the National Atlas of Korea or printed copies of the resources.

Preparation:  
Make role play cards (one for each student) for the classroom debate. Print copies of the National Atlas of Korea Guided Questions.

Vocabulary:
Smart growth
Sustainable urban planning
New urbanism
Mixed-use developments
Rostow International Trade model
Balanced Growth model
Decentralization
Greenbelt

Anticipatory Set:  
Have students imagine that they are to plan a city from scratch.  Have them list the things that you would need to consider to make a viable city. You may give the students a time limit such as 60 seconds.  Then they can compare their list to a partner noting which items they had on their list that were unique. Then students share their unique list with the class to see if any other student had the same item.  After discussion have students respond to what some of the challenges would be to make a new capital city.   

Background:  
Seoul has been the capital of Korea for over 600 years.  Though nearly destroyed during the Korean War, it has been the center of South Korea’s economic and urban development.  Today nearly half of the entire population of South Korea lives in the Seoul metropolitan area.  Over the years, concerns were voiced about the location of the capital so near the North Korean border (within range of North Korean rockets), and the growing dominance of the city compared to other regions.  In 2002, President Roh Moo-hyun announced a plan to move the country’s capital from Seoul to the central provinces of Chungcheong.  As plans moved forward, the Constitutional Court ruled that the capital could not be moved from Seoul without a national referendum.  Eventually a new administrative center was built from scratch about 125 km south of Seoul.  Thirty six government agencies were scheduled to move to the new Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City. It is anticipated that by 2030, the city will have up to 800,000 residents. (see Sejong Timline)

Procedures:

1. Go over the background of the creation of Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City.  Explain that students will be learning more about development and urbanization in S. Korea as they research different aspects of the development of Sejong and prepare for a classroom role play debate on the need and effectiveness of a new administrative capital (with divided government functions between Seoul and Sejong).  

2. All Students:  Have students access the National Atlas of Korea (either online or teacher prepared handouts or PowerPoint slides) and complete the National Atlas of Korea Guided Questions. 

3. Assign student roles classroom debate.  Students will research their position to the questions: Is the creation of Sejong Metropolital Autonomous City an effective regional development strategy? Why or why not?  If not, what would make the Sejong MAC more effective?  Assign groups of students the same role, which they will research and present together.  Possible stakeholder roles include:

President of South Korea
Urban planner
Architect
Transportation Manager
Worker or Minister of government agency moved to Sejong
Worker or Minister of government agency that remained in Seoul
Sustainable energy company
Private business owner located in Sejong
Public education teacher in Sejong
Mayor of Sejong

As they research, “Students [should] also examine current trends in urban development, such as the emergence of edge cities, new urbanism, transit-oriented development, smart growth, and the gentrification of neighborhoods. In addition, students evaluate sustainable urban planning design initiatives and community actions, such as bikeways and walkable mixed-use commercial and residential developments, that reduce energy use and protect the environments of cities in the future.” (AP Human Geography Course Outline 2015, p. 21)

In addition, “Students should be able to construct a line of reasoning, based on information from multiple sources, that justifies a claim and defends a logical argument to inform or persuade. Students can hone their logical argument skills through preparing position papers stating their arguments for classroom debates. Debates provide a forum for students to assert and defend their arguments. A skillful debater must understand the line of reasoning of the opponent’s position in order to construct counterarguments and anticipate and address rebuttals.” (AP Human Geography Course Outline 2015, p. 52)
Students must also define and use at least 3 of the vocabulary terms from the list in their presentation or rebuttal. 

4. After time for research students will present their position in a class debate with a moderator.  Each role has 4 minutes for their presentation. After the presentations, the entire class can join in by asking questions of the individual stakeholders. After all presentation, stakeholders can have up to a 1 minute closing statement.  

5. Summary class discussion.  Discuss the following with students:
What were some of the planning and design issues related to Sejong?
How did the built landscape and social space of Sejong reflect the attitudes and values of South Korea? 
Do you think that the sustainable design initiatives like walkable mixed-use commercial and residential areas and smart-growth policies in Sejong will result in “happy” communities?
In the long run, do you think Sejong will be effective in the regional development of Korea?

Assessment:    
A debate rubric such as one found at http://ar.cetl.hku.hk/am_debate.htm#5 can be used to assess a debate. Students could also be assessed on their use of vocabulary and concepts in the AP Human Geography course outline.

Resources:
From the National Atlas of Korea:
 Special Administrative Region: Sejong (44)
	Map of Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City
	Construction of Sejong Metropolitan Autonomous City (photographs)
	Government Complex Sejong (photograph)
	Plan View of Designated Area for Sejong MAC (grahic)
	Sejong MAC at Present (chart)
	Population Growth in Sejong (graph)
	Governmental Offices Relocation Plan (chart)

 Sejong Urban Development Plan by Living Zone (81-3)
 Changing Regional Development Policies (89)
 Outline of Regional Development Policy of the Park Geun-hye Government (90)


Sample Background Reading/Research Articles:

Master Plan for the Public Administrative Town, Designed by the Team of Balmori Associates, H Architecture, and Haeahn Architecture (http://www.architectmagazine.com/design/buildings/master-plan-for-the-public-administrative-town-designed-by-the-team-of-balmori-associates-h-architecture-and-haeahn-architecture_o)

Civil servants seek to avoid Sejong City move (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20111120000172)

Korea looks to balance its development (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20120702001192)

[Editorial] Fighting inefficiency (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20140819000402)

Sejong City boosts area’s land prices (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20120701000271)

Sejong City readies a charm offensive (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20120629000876)

Sejong City to open Sunday (http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20120628001115)

South Korea: a model of development? (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/nov/28/south-korea-development-model)


Extension:  Have students compare and contrast what they have learned about Sejong compared to other new capital cities (Brasilia, Brazil; Canberra, Australia, Naypyidaw, Burma (Myanmar); Abuja, Nigeria; Astana, Kazakstan)
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