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Preface

The National Atlas of Korea vividly portrays the nature, economy, society, and culture of the Republic of Korea in the
form of maps, diagrams, and illustrations; it is also a trusted, authoritative record that officially declares the boundaries of
the territory and territorial waters of Korea. Published by the National Geographic Information Institute since 2007, the
National Atlas of Korea is widely used in government, academia, and education, both within and outside of Korea, and has

been praised for its high standard of composition and content.

In 2017, the National Geographic Information Institute published The National Atlas of Korea: Comprehensive Edition
to help youth in other countries understand Korea more accurately. This edition of the National Atlas of Korea has received
a great response from young people around the world. Since then, with the land and people’s lives of the Republic of Korea
undergoing rapid changes, there has been strong demand for the national atlas for youth to be revised using the latest data.
Accordingly, the National Geographic Information Institute cooperated with the best experts in each field at home and
abroad to faithfully reflect the latest information on the Korean territory and apply state-of-the-art map-making techniques
and infographics techniques to publish The National Atlas of Korea: Comprehensive Edition (2023), the first updated

edition in five years.

The National Atlas of Korea: Comprehensive Edition (2023) consists of 7 chapters. Chapter 1 presents a composite
overview of the Korean Peninsula. Chapter 2 describes the spatial extent of Korea and the history of its territory, with
insights into the relationship between North and South Korea. Chapter 3 examines the physical and biological systems
that characterize the beautiful landscapes of the Korean Peninsula. Chapter 4 highlights aspects of Korean culture that
are gaining popularity worldwide. Chapter 5 documents Korea’s remarkable transformation and economic growth that
have placed it among the top nations in the world for quality of life. Chapter 6 explains how Korea monitors various
environmental phenomena, maintaining its unique ecosystems and biodiversity for all to enjoy. Finally, Chapter 7 illustrates

the strong international ties between Korea and the rest of the globe.

Ensuring that the people of Korea can have good lives in any of its regions and contributing globally to freedom, peace,
and prosperity are key policy objectives of the Yoon Seok-yeol administration. The National Atlas of Korea, nicknamed the
cutting-edge Daedong yeojido of the 21st century, is expected to be fully utilized as baseline data for establishing national
land policies and balanced regional development policies, in addition to being widely used as the best educational material
for national land education. I hope all members of the international community will see what Korea is all about through
The National Atlas of Korea and love Korea more than ever. The National Geographic Information Institute promises to
do its best to continue to provide the technology and data that is making everyday life more convenient for Koreans and

contributing to smart planning for the 21st century that is an example for the world.

Cho, Woosug W

Director General, National Geographic Information Institute
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport

March 2023



CHAIRMAN

VICE CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY GENERAL

OFFICE OF THE EDITORIAL
BOARD

Editorial Board

Cho, Woosug

Kim, Yongok

Hwang, Chul Sue

Jeon, Bunam

Oh, Minho

Kim, Yeong

(Director General, National Geographic Information Institute)

(Director, National Geographic Information Institute)

(Kyung Hee University)

(Deputy Director, National Geographic Information Institute)

(Officer in charge, National Geographic Information Institute)

(The Korean Geographical Society)

EDITORS

AUTHOR

COPY EDITORS

REVIEWERS

DATA ANALYSIS

DIGITAL MAP

DESIGN

Hwang, Chul Sue

Choi, Jongnam

Ivester, Andrew

Kernek, Clare Lauren

Mossman, Amy Patrick

Seong, Jeong Chang
Dixon, Seth

Moon, Young-in

Hwang, Taekeon
Kim, Kangmin
Lee, Yubin

Kim, Hyunmin
Ji, Sanghoon
Hong, Hyeokjin
Lee, Jonghwan

Lee, Jangyong
Kim, Seunghu
Park, Chuljun

Jeong, Soyeong
Koo, Wonkyeong
Lee, Dongjae

Editorial Committee

(Kyung Hee University)

(Western Illinois University)

(University of West Georgia)

(Western Illinois University)

(University of West Georgia)
(Rhode Island College)

(The University of Seoul)

Production Section

Cho, Seorim

Kim, HyunJung

Kim, Jimin

Lee, Seungyeon

Son, Seonmin

Seo, Jiwoo

(Kyung Hee University)

Im, Sekwang
Song, Heonho
(GeoDream Co., Ltd.)

Park, Sangmi
(GeoDream Co., Ltd.)



CONTENTS

KOREA:
A GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE

THE TERRITORY OF KOREA

KOREA'S NATURAL SETTING

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
OF KOREA

An Exploration of Korea through the Lens of Geography «««--«--reorereereeeeeees 11
Where is Korea: The Art and Science of Map Projections «««-«xererereseeeeeeeeees 12
Areal Imagery Of Korea ..................................................................... 14
A Divided Peninsula: North and South KOrea -« -« -« +rtrererrmrmrmememememmaaanns 16
Landscapes and Scenery: Land cover ClaSSCS ............................................ 18
Landscape Diversity ......................................................................... 20
Mapplng a Sustainable Future .............................................................. 22

The Four Corners of Korea: Home to Its Land, Water, and People -«-----eeoeeeeeee 25
Changing Dimensions of KOrea ««+++«+++«++«=+ssrsemmamsaisii 26
DOkdO .......................................................................................... 28
Administrative Regions ..................................................................... 30
Territorial HIStory Of KOrea -+« -+« «++xrsssrtsumeursitaitiitit e 33
Korean War and the DIVIZ, --«+««+crrrrrsrrmmsmmmmnae et 36
INOTEH KCOT@A « v v+ v e erem e eee e e e e ettt et et 38
Inter—KOrean COOperatiOn ................................................................... 40
Urban EXPaNSION -+« «ereeerrrressssssssssiiiiiiiiiiitttitt 42
Special AdMinistrative REGIONS «+««++«=+w=rsssreesrmmmsissssi 44

Korea’s Natural Setting: An OVerVieW ................................................... 46
Geomorphology: Mountainous and Volcanic Landforms «---«-c-coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 48
Geomorphology: FluVial and COaStal Landforrns ...................................... 50
Geology of Korea / FOSSﬂS .................................................................. 52
SOILS OF KCOTEA «+ v+ v+ v veeemeeeee e e et e et e et e et ettt ettt 54
Weather and Chmate ......................................................................... 56
Korea’s Meteorological Observation Network ........................................... 58
RiVerS and Watersheds Of Korea .......................................................... 60
Management Of Water ReSOurCeS .......................................................... 62
Oceans and COaStS .......................................................................... 64
Plant COMIMIUNIEIES -« v v rerrerrereremeemeeneentent ettt 66
MIEAtory BIrds «--+ereereeessserrermmiie ittt 68

Cultural HlStOI’y .............................................................................. 72
KOTEAN LAngUAge ««+++++w+r+ rssssseassasss sttt 74
Korean wave .................................................................................. ’76
Cuisine ......................................................................................... 7 8
Education ...................................................................................... 80
Traditional Housing: Designed to Harmonize with Nature -«-«-cococoeoeeeeeeeeees 82

SOCIETY AND ECONOMY

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
AND MANAGEMENT

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

APPENDIX

MOdem HOuSing ............................................................................. 84
Llfe and Leisure in Korea »wrovrerrrrrrere i 86
Snapshots Of KOrEa wvverrrr e 88

HiStOriCal context: A nation transfonned ................................................ 90
Government OF SOULh KOTEa «+++++«++«+rr=rrrrrrreremreramuemteretereieetieeeaeer 9
POPUIALION PGS +++«rr++ e rrsssrssesssssssssists sttt 94
Transportation Infrastructure ............................................................... 96
Urban Geography ............................................................................ 98
Economy and IndUSEry <+« ««++ resemseressistssniistsiii i 100
Technology and the Electronics Industry «+«««++«wsssssessmsressesn 102
Public Health ............................................................................... 104

EnVirOnmental Challenges ................................................................ 107
Climate Change ............................................................................ 108
Monitoring the Health of the Sea «--xcrrrrrrrrrrrmmei e 110
ECOlOgical Monitoring ..................................................................... 1 12
Air Quahty .................................................................................. 1 14
‘Water Quality and Stream Management ................................................ 116
Land ReClamatiOn .......................................................................... 1 1 8
National Ecosystem Sul’VCy .............................................................. 120
Parks and Land Preser\/ation ............................................................. 122
Animal Conservation ...................................................................... 124
Biodiversity in the DMZ .................................................................. 126

Mapplng COnneCtiOnS ..................................................................... 129
Tourism in Korea ........................................................................... 130
International Workers and Students in Korea ««-:coxcrrrrrrrrermreminniiin, 132
Flndlng Korea around the Globe ......................................................... 134
Koreans LlVlng OVerSeaS ................................................................. 136
Economy and Global Trade ............................................................... 138
Intemational Diplomacy .................................................................. 140
Global Partnerships and Research ....................................................... 142

Map Of Korea ................................................................................ 144
Photo SOurCeS ............................................................................... 150



E123° E124° E125° E126" E127° E128° E129° E130° E131 E132°

N4

a3

Map of Korea

A PORTRAIT OF KOREA ’

L

) 2

rv

anado 5
-

m’ R \ (g J 2 oY » ) nnn:.:y.m\&;
e

s { 7 AN |
e 2 = L& 5 o -3 .\ Donghanman . ‘ | | ‘
; ; ; |+ ‘
: \ | ‘
Yangdegk-gun rongheingis, i
Qo | N |

i we ST L PR ; 5 \ .
\:m" | _ A v P Py J. £ ¥ { i 4‘ ‘ F = R 3 7”’74\'777,7,,, ‘d.l

Korea Bay Yeonsiag 3 1ot

toesang-gun/ Korea Plateau ‘

|
EASTi 513,’4/\//,/

7

-

G ormop-gir~~ Reonsibagcgn

Gt

A

YELLOW SEA

S omggeann DT onscheogpun
i acon-si o / ~oapung-gun
N38" . :
" Bacngoveongdo
e o p SR, :
o - Calgnyeongbands  puaapto 3
Socheongdo ‘Sonido Yonis 1
3
S y
[R—
Ongiagin & .
’ Gyeonggiman
D
vidl] Mingspas DaSgMeL
. ~ Uteng Besin |
S i
S S -t
o8 U g
S
Tacangundolls) PR Aot 5/
> T k (3 5 ‘ ‘ |
ko scomisi | o ! X *x ‘ ‘
Greeyoiveools) _ Guasis Gueids A -5/ & :
S T ot I \; ‘ ‘
p oo Nk
* Chungclicongnam- )
g RS T

|
| | |
\:m" y : LR b L A
; 7| = B aat A )
| !
|
‘ Scesinets T Y s LR IR : Lol £ /, “ | ‘
R ey |
g
| |
| |
\ |
m-do [ | | ‘
oo i | | |
Anmagundbie, | ‘ |
| 1 N35"
a5 - J o U - Bonamgundo(ls) | e et e :
‘ | . T e - 1
L, “Nadbessa 0 o v NS X | |
‘ [ M 5 |
mgeso’ Dl S eopgann < ‘
ries Makph s s R |
[ S o T e | o sy Sk | ‘
ety e v i "Y | ‘
Heuksangundotls) 6«3?’ | |
| |
; tataedo
% orenll 7
Scinggangundofis) Dttt o 1350 ey st
e gt 25 * e |
| e R R i L it o LEGEND
: Dl =il &1
/ o oot 0
| oo . ~ [ %07 ot
e i \ / = s ?
[Ny oW = = e [r— — ERES . — = o od
| : Y
© Gagoocho Occan Research Statiog. e So 3
JEIU STRAIT ek oo By
Gty Couny Bundary
’ | Jeju Special Self-Governing Province ‘ o ‘
|
| e i G| }
Telu - s 1Sz 0
4 s 7, % 000 m
‘ ; o ‘
: 8 | 500 m
| 100m  MarimeOm
| 100 m
N3] . . oD |
3 : T — e SE— (B 4 i _s 200 m ﬁ
B m
| | |
‘ ‘ 10_0 10 20 30 40km
‘ ‘ 47> National Geographic =] \_E‘ ‘
| ‘ \ Information Institute
| | http://www.ngii.go.kr E o
‘ ‘ KHO Korea Hydrographic and
Oceanographic Administration
[ ‘ 3
N32, -
| - = 3 - g | s Y el 2y

E124' E125° E126

E128 E130° E131°




