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for Children



For more than five thousand years, Koreans have lived on the Korean Peninsula, also 

known as Kumsugangsan—literally translated to “rivers and mountains embroidered 

on silk”—which best captures the beauty of Korea’s scenery. It is important for us to 

document the current state of and changes in Korea, her land, and her people in order to 

protect and develop our beautiful land for many years to come.

The National Atlas of Korea contains geographic information on the land, environment, 

economy, people, culture, and history of Korea. As a national record, The National Atlas 

of Korea is an official reference for the world that not only defines and explains Korea’s 

territory and territorial water, but also introduces Korea to other nations. It is also an 

effective way to introduces the dynamic changes and developments of Korea and Korean 

society in the 21st century.

The National Geographic Information Institute publishes The National Atlas of Korea 

for Children to help our children to better understand their nation and to foster a great 

pride in their nation. I hope that The National Atlas of Korea for Children can be a great 

resource for our future generations to learn the value and importance of the nation. The 

National Geographic Information Institute pledges to continuously publish the most 

updated geographical information of Korea.

Choe, Byong-Nam
Director General, National Geographic Information Institute

Preface
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South Korea

Official name: Republic of Korea

Capital: Seoul

Population: 51 million

Area: 100,295 km2

Climate: temperate 

Highest point: Halla-san 1,950 m

GDP: $40 billion USD (2015)

Language: Korean

North Korea

Official name: Democratic
        People’s Republic of Korea

Capital: Pyeongyang 

Population: 25 million

Area: 123,148 km2

Climate: temperate 

Highest point: Baekdu-san 2,744 m

GDP: $40 billion USD (2015)

Language: Korean
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Korea: A Story in Maps Map of Korea

Official name: Democratic
        People’s Republic of Korea

Capital: Pyeongyang 

Population: 25 million

Area: 123,093.5 km2

Climate: Temperate Zone

Highest point: Baekdusan 2,744 m

GDP: $30 billion USD (2015)

Language: Korean

North Korea

Official name: Republic of Korea

Capital: Seoul

Population: 51 million

Area: 100,339.5 km2

Climate: Temperate Zone 

Highest point: Hallasan 1,947 m

GDP: $1,382 billion USD (2015)

Language: Korean
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