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I am delighted with the publication of The National Atlas of Korea III 2021.

Our land is a vessel containing the lives of our people and the economy and industry of the nation. It is also an asset of 

the nation that our people will live on from generation to generation. Therefore, we constantly strive to efficiently use and 

preserve our land. Many efforts to make our land a beautiful, productive, and livable place enable the land to continue to 

develop even at this very moment.

The National Atlas of Korea is a very important national document that records the geographical and physical 

characteristics of our land and its changes. It contains not only geographical information about our land but also data on 

all activities taking place on our land space, such as culture, history, nature, and humanities, as well as economic and 

social changes. It is not a simple compilation of maps but a clear arrangement of the changes in land space and its spatial 

structure using cutting-edge mapping techniques and various data expression methods, so the fields of application are 

very diverse.

The National Atlas of Korea III 2021, published this year, contains the most up-to-date information about our land and 

further enhances the accuracy and precision of the data included in this atlas. Therefore, it will serve as an important 

reference to help establish the future vision of our land space and implement major policies. It will also be an important 

reference for territorial and geographical naming issues with neighboring countries. In addition, it will serve as a textbook 

that will help all citizens acquire an accurate understanding of our land and take pride in it.

Our land space constantly changes and develops. Therefore, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport will 

continue to support the periodic publication of the high-quality National Atlas of Korea. I expect that The National Atlas 

of Korea  will continue to make great progress and expand its field of application even further.

I would like to thank all the institutions and experts who have collected and provided the vast amount of data necessary to 

publish The National Atlas of Korea III 2021 . Furthermore, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the officials of 

the National Geographic Information Institute and the Korean Geographical Society, who contributed to the publication 

of The National Atlas of Korea III 2021.

Thank you.

                                                             December 2021

                                                           Noh Hyeong Ouk
Minister, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport

Foreword to The National Atlas of Korea III 2021



Preface

The National Atlas of Korea is an official national document that records the current state of the country as well as 

changes in the development of the land through time using various cartographic and infographic techniques.

As can be seen from Dongguk yeojiseungram and Haedong yeojitongjae, Korea has a long tradition of publishing state-

led national atlases and geography. The National Geographic Information Institute published the first National Atlas of 

Korea in 2007. After that, the National Geographic Information Institute published the second edition of the National 

Atlas of Korea, describing all aspects of the country in more depth over three years starting in 2014: Volume I (Territory 

and History) in 2014, Volume II (National Land and Natural Environment) in 2015, and Volume III (National Land and 

Human Environment) in 2016. The National Atlas of Korea III 2021 updates and enriches the contents of The National 

Atlas of Korea on our land and human environment, published in 2016, in a more detailed and systematic manner and 

includes many new geographical phenomena.

Chapter 1 (National Territory and Places of Life) describes land use, urban development, housing, and the various 

phenomena that constitute sustainable land development. Chapter 2 (Population and Living) explains the growth, 

distribution, structure, migration, and future projections of the population, as well as the recent change in household 

types. Chapter 3 (Industrial Activity) deals with various economic activity indices and the industrial structure and 

explains employment and labor. Finally, Chapter 4 (Society and Culture) describes various aspects of our lives, such as 

culture, politics, health, welfare, and education.

This revised edition describes changes in the human environment of the nation. It adds new geographical phenomena 

that reflect the rapidly changing national land, such as “change in spatial activities in the Corona era,” “change in 

manufacturing industries and de-industrialization,” “local extinction and balanced development,” “expansion and impacts 

of single-person households,” and “smart mobility.” In addition, this edition adapts the global trend of national atlas 

production methods and the newly introduced cutting-edge cartography techniques.

I hope that The National Atlas of Korea, called Daedong yeojido of the 21st century, will become an important reference 

for land policymakers and a useful textbook for domestic and international educators. Furthermore, I hope that The 

National Atlas of Korea will contribute to everyone’s understanding of and love for our land.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the Korean Geographical Society and all those who participated in 

publishing The National Atlas of Korea III 2021.

                                                        December 2021

                                                      Sakong, Hosang
Director General, National Geographic Information Institute
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