








Population Growth Rate

Life Expectancy and Healthy Life 
Expectancy by Country

Population Projection by -Si/-Do District

Total Dependency Ratio Life Expectancy in -Si/-Do Districts by Age (2011)Using the estimated population with the me-
dian-growth scenario, the population structures 
from 2010 to 2040 are analyzed. Compared with 
2010, population growth of more than 10% is 
expected in Incheon, Gyeonggi-do, Chungc-
heongbuk-do, Chungcheongnam-do, and the Jeju 
Special Self-Governing Province, while Seoul, 
Busan, and Daegu are projected to lose more than 
5% of their population. Particularly, Busan and 
Daegu are predicted to lose more than 10% of 
their population. In most -si/-do districts, the per-
cent of female population will gradually increase 
(i.e., the sex ratio will gradually decrease). By 
2040, the population growth rates in all -si/-do 
districts except Sejong and Chungcheongnam-do 
are expected to become negative. The median age 

will steadily rise and reach 53 by 2040. In Gang-
won-do, Jeollanam-do, and Gyeongsangbuk-do, 
the median age in 2040 is projected to be above 
58. In Jeollanam-do, it will reach 59.4. The total 
dependency ratio will increase as well, reaching 
77% by 2040. In other words, 100 people in the 
working age group (15 – 64) will be supporting 
77 people in either the young dependent or elder-
ly populations. By 2060, it is expected that Korea 
will experience a sharp decline in population 
growth rate and an acute increase in dependency 
ratio. 

Korea’s average life expectancy steadily in-
creased from 61.9 in 1970 to 80.8 in 2010, and 
81.9 in 2013. Average life expectancy for females 
is greater than for males. The difference between 
genders peaked at 8.4 years in 1985, and then 
steadily decreased to 6.5 years in 2013.

Geographically, the average life expectancies 
in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, and the Jeju Special 
Self-Governing Province areas have exceeded 
81.5 years, followed by 81 years in Chungc-
heongnam-do and Daejeon. However, it is below 
80.5 years in Busan, Ulsan, Chungcheongbuk-do, 
Jeollanam-do, Gyeongsangbuk-do, and Gyeong-
sangnam-do. In the Jeju Special Self-Governing 
Province, the life expectancy of the population in 
their 40s or younger is the second highest after 
Seoul, and it becomes the highest for those 50 or 
older. In Gangwon-do, life expectancy becomes 
longer than that of other -si/-do districts as people 
get older. In the metropolitan areas, except Seoul, 
the life expectancies of older age groups are, on 
average, shorter than those of other -si/-do dis-
tricts.

Korea is one of the countries with the longest 
average life expectancy, similar to Japan, Swit-
zerland, and Italy. Between 1960 and 2013, Ko-
rea’s average life expectancy increased by 28.5 
years. Along with China, this is one of the largest 
increases in the world. The healthspan (i.e., the 
expected years of life in good health without dis-
eases and injuries) also increased from 68 years 
in 2010 to 73 years in 2013, which is the second 
highest in the world, following Japan.
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National Total 49,410,366 100.4 0.46 37.3 37.9 51,435,495 99.4 0.28 40.7 43.4 52,160,065 98.6 0.01 58.6 48.5 51,091,352 97.8 -0.39 77.0 52.6

Seoul 10,050,508 97.6 -0.53 30.4 37.3 9,761,875 95.1 -0.15 36.4 42.4 9,564,220 94.0 -0.32 52.8 47.3 9,160,269 93.0 -0.52 68.0 51.1

Busan 3,466,333 97.5 -0.62 33.6 40.0 3,341,312 95.6 -0.36 42.8 46.5 3,210,454 94.3 -0.44 64.2 51.6 3,026,016 93.7 -0.73 83.6 56.1

Daegu 2,472,230 99.3 -0.12 35.5 38.1 2,423,590 97.1 -0.30 39.9 44.5 2,336,472 95.6 -0.41 59.3 49.7 2,204,372 94.9 -0.74 79.5 53.8

Incheon 2,713,206 102.3 0.82 33.6 37.0 3,014,686 100.4 0.77 36.7 42.1 3,170,366 99.0 0.28 54.7 47.2 3,164,042 97.7 -0.26 71.3 51.1

Gwangju 1,489,450 98.8 0.94 37.6 35.2 1,516,932 98.3 -0.03 39.8 41.2 1,494,758 97.9 -0.24 55.5 46.1 1,429,555 97.9 -0.62 72.2 49.4

Daejeon 1,510,867 101.1 0.43 34.9 35.6 1,533,879 100.1 0.11 38.0 41.1 1,550,782 99.4 0.05 53.9 45.9 1,526,159 98.8 -0.34 68.6 49.7

Ulsan 1,094,107 108.0 0.03 33.2 36.9 1,158,837 108.3 0.19 34.5 42.2 1,158,411 107.2 -0.19 51.6 47.2 1,099,143 106.9 -0.78 67.8 50.1

Sejong - - - - - 319,490 105.0 5.61 43.6 39.0 426,930 103.3 1.63 55.5 43.5 461,387 102.6 0.19 70.8 47.6

Gyeonggi-do 11,575,780 102.3 1.76 36.3 36.5 12,928,357 101.1 0.71 37.6 41.4 13,447,567 100.1 0.15 54.1 46.0 13,245,681 99.3 -0.39 70.2 49.7

Gangwon-do 1,486,522 102.1 0.23 44.8 40.6 1,529,996 101.4 0.31 47.1 47.3 1,576,767 100.0 0.28 70.3 53.1 1,593,295 98.8 -0.09 94.9 58.0

Chungcheongbuk-do 1,521,655 101.8 0.45 43.0 38.7 1,595,313 102.5 0.50 43.9 44.7 1,671,790 102.2 0.40 62.7 49.9 1,699,664 101.4 -0.05 83.2 54.8

Chungcheongnam-do 2,075,612 104.0 1.82 45.8 38.6 2,170,972 103.8 0.81 47.8 44.2 2,323,886 103.3 0.54 65.6 49.5 2,388,447 102.0 0.05 86.7 54.8

Jeollabuk-do 1,794,335 97.2 0.21 48.1 40.2 1,806,457 97.7 0.09 50.2 46.5 1,826,283 98.0 0.12 69.3 51.8 1,819,174 97.3 -0.21 92.5 56.7

Jeollanam-do 1,777,067 97.3 -0.47 56.2 43.3 1,743,328 99.1 -0.17 55.4 49.2 1,735,188 100.3 0.05 76.1 54.6 1,726,387 99.9 -0.18 103.5 59.4

Geongsangbuk-do 2,627,778 100.2 -0.16 45.7 40.9 2,645,209 100.5 0.03 49.3 47.8 2,654,018 100.5 0.01 71.7 53.8 2,612,745 99.8 -0.32 98.3 58.9

Gyeongsangnam-do 3,208,167 103.3 0.73 41.5 38.6 3,330,027 102.5 0.20 43.7 44.9 3,358,030 101.4 -0.03 62.8 50.4 3,268,386 100.1 -0.47 86.1 55.2

Jeju Special Self-governing Province 546,749 100.0 0.38 46.4 38.0 615,235 100.3 0.82 45.5 43.8 654,143 99.0 0.46 62.6 49.1 666,630 97.8 -0.03 85.4 53.6
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