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Territory of the Ancient Era 

Chronological Table of Korean History

The ancient history of Korea developed across Manchuria and the 
Korean Peninsula. The first Korean nation, Gojoseon, was founded 
in the year 2333 B.C. and lasted until the year 108 B.C. The tribal 
countries were founded afterward: Buyeo, Dongye, Okjeo, and 
Samhan. The period is called the original Three Han States Period, 
and the entirety of Manchuria and the Korean Peninsula were under 
the domain of one of the tribal countries at that time. Buyeo held 
power mainly over Manchuria. Dongye and Okjeo were formed 
in the northern and central areas of the Korean Peninsula, and the 
Three Han States of Mahan, Jinhan, and Byeonhan thrived on the 
central and southern part of the Peninsula. 

From the 1st century B.C. to the 1st century A.D., Goguryeo, 
Baekje, Silla, and Gaya were founded from succeeding and merging 
tribal nations. This period is referred to as the Three Kingdoms 
Period, when like other times, Korea’s territory stretched across 
Manchuria and the entire Korean Peninsula. Goguryeo occupied 
mainly Manchuria and the northern part of the Korean Peninsula, 
Silla thrived on the southern and eastern areas of the Peninsula, and 
Baekje dominated the southern and western regions. During the 
7th century, Silla conquered both Goguryeo and Baekje, forming 
a unified nation on the inner region of the Peninsula, extending 
from Daedonggang River to Wonsanman. In 698 A.D., Balhae was 
founded by Goguryeo refugees. The time period is referred to as the 
North-South States Period. 

During the Goryeo Dynasty (918–1392) and the Joseon Dynasty 
(1392–1897), efforts to expand into the northern territories were 
made. By defending itself from the first invasion of Khitai in 933, 
Goryeo confirmed its occupation of six coastal provinces (Gangdong 
Yuk Ju). Goryeo started building the Great Wall (Cheolli Jangseong) 
in 1033 to defend its border with Khitai-Qidan. The erection of the 
wall established Goryeo’s northern border, stretching from Sinuiju 
to Hamheung, and continued its efforts to expand the northern 
territory until the late Goryeo Period. Such efforts lasted even into 
the Joseon Dynasty. As a result, in the 15th century, Joseon installed 
four forts in the Amnokgang Basin and six posts in the Dumangang 
Basin. By the establishment of these forts and posts, the territory 
of Joseon became the same as Korea's modern-day territory, which 
extends up to Amnokgang River and Dumangang River. In the 18th 
century, the Joseon Dynasty built the Baekdusan National Boundary 
Monument, marking its border with China’s Qing Dynasty.

The modern and contemporary history of Korea can be 
summarized through a series of incidents: the establishment of 
the Korean Empire (1897–1910) following the Joseon Dynasty, 
Japanese colonial rule (1910–1945), liberation from Japan (1945), 

U.S. and Soviet military governments in Korea (1945–1948), and 
the Korean War (1950–1953). In 1897, Emperor Gojong officially 
declared the establishment of the Korean Empire to respond to 
growing international imperialism. He then carried out internal 
reforms only to witness the temporary loss of Korean sovereignty 
over its territory as it succumbed to colonial rule by Japan, whose 
power was strengthening over East Asia. This time period is 
referred to as Japanese colonial rule, which lasted until 1945. The 
independence movements for recovering the sovereignty of Korea 
never ceased, and the Korean people hailed liberation from colonial 
rule as Japan was defeated in the Second World War.

However, the national territory was unfortunately divided into 
North and South along the 38th parallel north, and the division 
became permanent after separate governments for the North and 
the South were established in 1948. Korea then suffered the tragic 
Korean War beginning on June 25th,1950 and ending with an 
armistice on July 27th, 1953. The two Koreas have been in a state 
of truce for six decades, and those six decades have been defined 
largely by competition and antagonism. Despite these tensions, 
the two Koreas have also made sincere and meaningful efforts 
to build mutual trust to overcome the division, such as reunions 
for separated families, inter-Korean summits, and the economic 
cooperation at the Gaeseong Industrial Complex.

Generally, in the history of Gojoseon, the period around the 
beginning of the common era is called the Era of the Liao River. 
The Liao River region was the center of competition for Koreans, 
Chinese, and northern powers from the 4th century B.C. to the 4th 
century A.D. For Korean history, it was the period when Gojoseon 
and Goguryeo were thriving, and when China was competing with 
both for the region. Korea’s first country, Gojoseon, was expanding 
its power and made inroads into the Liao River region, inevitably 
engaging in a power struggle with the Yen Dynasty of China. 
Gojoseon could not recover the region after it lost the region at 
the end of the 4th century A.D. and the state perished. Goguryeo 
waged a war against the Xianbei Tribe, the force that had secured 
the Liao River region since it was established in the 1st century 
B.C. Goguryeo took over the region under the reign of Great King 
Gwanggaeto at the end of the 4th century. During those times, 
the sovereignty over the Liao River Region by the two nations of 
Korea established a historical connection between Koreans and the 
Yodong Region (the eastern part of Yoha River), and this became 
the foundation for a series of conquests in the region.

The Era of the Hangang River refers to the period from 
approximately the 4th to 7th century A.D. During that time, 

Goguryeo, Baekje, and Silla confronted each other on the river 
to gain power over the Korean Peninsula. The Hangang River 
stems from Baekdudaegan (Baekdu Mountain Range) and runs 
to the Yellow Sea across the Peninsula. The branches stretch to 
the Gwangju Mountain Range and Cheolryeong to the north, and 
spread around the Sobaek Mountain Range and the mountains 
connecting Gwangju and Eumseok. From the late 4th century to 
the 7th century, three nations fought to gain supremacy over the 
Hangang River. 

Baekje first occupied the Hangang River as it was raised near 
the river. At the end of the 4th century, Goguryeo marched down 
and occupied the river. The competition for territory centering on 
the Hangang River became fierce. Silla joined forces with the Tang 
Dynasty to bring down Goguryeo and Baekje. Silla discouraged the 
ambitious try of the Tang Dynasty to occupy the Korean Peninsula 
and threw the Tang foces off of the Peninsula. The unification of the 
country forged during that time survived through the Goryeo and 
Joseon Dynasties. 

On the other hand, 30 years after the collapse of Goguryeo, 
Balhae, the self-claimed successor nation of Goguryeo, was founded 
on the old territory of Goguryeo. Balhae made incursions into 
Unified Silla on the Daedonggang River for 200 years, from the late 
7th century to the early 10th century. The era is called the Era of 
Daedonggang River, the Era of Two Nations, or the Era of Northern 
and Southern States. Consisting of 5 gyeongs, 15 bus, and 62 jus, 
Balhae had achieved remarkable land expansion since its founding. 
After securing the region surrounding the Songhua River and the 
Heilong River in Manchuria, Balhae never stopped its march south. 
Amid the tension, The Tang Dynasty requested that Silla attack 
Balhae in the early 8th century, and Silla acquiesced. Unified Silla, 
with nine jus and five sogyeongs, accelerated its policy to go north 
to the Daedonggang River area. Balhae, who was on the move south 
and Silla, who was marching north, met at the Daedonggang River. 
However, the two powers co-existed. Unlike the Era of Hangang 
River, the Era of Daedonggang River was not characterized 
by specific wars, indicating the two countries were in peaceful 
coexistence and were checked by the Tang Dynasty. However, early 
in the 10th century, the collapse of the Tang Dynasty caused chaos 
in the Northeastern Asian order, and during the reshuffling, Balhae 
collapsed. The fall of Balhae signified the loss of sovereignty over 
Manchuria in Korea’s history. During the same time, Unified Silla 
declined, and the Later Three Kingdoms Era began. 
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After Liberation 

Territory of the Medieval and Modern Contemporary Era 

The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) refers to a buffer zone between 
the South MDL (Military Demarcation Line) and the North MDL 
in which arms are prohibited in accordance with agreement or 
treaty. Military deployment, arms arrangement, and the installation 
of military facilities are prohibited in the DMZ. Korea’s DMZ was 
set up by the ceasefire that put an end to the Korean War. When the 
agreement was signed in 1953, the line of military contact became 
known as the Military Demarcation Line (MDL), and a 4 km band 
of land extending 2 km to the north and 2 km to the south of the 
MDL was designated as the DMZ.

The Civilian Control Zone (CCZ) is a stretch of land that lies 
between the DMZ and the Civilian Control Line (CCL). The CCL 
is a line designated to restrict public access in areas adjacent to the 
MDL where the legal protection of the military is required. The 

CCL was initially drawn in 1954, and since then three adjustments 
have been made, reducing the CCZ to resolve property right 
infringements. The current CCL is designated within 10 km south 
of the MDL.

The DMZ and CCZ are the areas where human contact is 
restricted to a minimum, except for farming activities by a few 
villages along the CCL. These two zones both have diverse natural 
environments that are well preserved and that are home to a vast 
diversity of species. These species include animals listed as Grade 
1 endangered wildlife, such as musk deer, mountain goats, otters, 
white-tailed sea eagles, and golden eagles, and Grade 2 species 
such as martens, flying squirrels, goshawks, and the Siberian 
lily. Recently, tourism in these areas has become popular for the 
well-preserved environment as well as the historic sites that are 

related to the military activities of the tragic war. In 2018, the 
North-South Summit agreement and sideline agreements laid 
a foundation to make the DMZ a zone of peace, and the heads 
of the two Koreas agreed to make the DMZ a peace zone in the 
Panmunjeom Declaration announced on April 27th, 2018. The 
Korean Government promotes the DMZ Peace Trail Project to bring 
peace to the DMZ and to promote development and prosperity in 
the border regions. The DMZ Peace Trail Project is provided at 
three locations (Paju, Cheorwon, and Goseong) where efforts to 
ease the tension between the two countries are being made through 
the demolition of the guard posts and joint recovery operations in 
accordance with the Comprehensive Military Agreement signed on 
September 19th, 2018.

DMZ Road to Peace
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7

6

5

4

3

2

1
5

4 3

2

1

1
2

3

4

5

67

8
3

2

1

4

By carGP

Entrance

Dorasan
Observatory

Trail

Tong-il Daegyo
Entrance

Tong-il
Daegyo

imjingak 
(Start·Arrive)

On foot
(1.4 ㎞)

(5
 ㎞
)

(1 ㎞
)(1.5 ㎞)

(1
.8
 ㎞
)

GOP

Jangdan-myeon Office

Tongilchon

Gongjag-
saeneungseon
Observatory

Baengmagoji
Memorial Tower
(Start·Arrive)

Baengmagoji
Observatory

Arrowhead hill
excavation of remains area

Bimagyo

Cheorwon
GP

Entrance On foot
(3.5 ㎞)

(1.5
 ㎞) (1.5 ㎞

)

(5.5 ㎞)

(1.5 ㎞
) GOP

Goseong
Unification
Observatory
(Start·Arrive)

Crossroad
Crossroad

Coastal
Observatory

Tongjeon
Tunnel

South Limit Line
Wish Tree

Poclain

Songdo
Observatory

Geumgang
Entrance

Geumgangsan
Observatory

Geumgangsan
Observatory

EAST  SEA EAST  SEA

GP

On foot
(2.7 ㎞)

(1.6 ㎞)

(2.3 ㎞)

(1.3 ㎞)

GO
P

Goseong
Unification
Observatory
(Start·Arrive)

DMZ Museum

Coast Fence

(2.3 ㎞)

(1.3 ㎞)

GO
P

Imjingang River

By car

By car

By car

By car

By car

By car
By car

By car

GP

Entrance

Demilitarized Zone and Civilian Control Zone 

Jangjeong

Gwiju
Wiju

Jeongju
(jangju)Hwaju

Gaju Gaeju

Sukju

Seonju DeokjuCheolju
Maengju Yeju

EunjuTonghae
Jaju

Seogyeong

Yangam

Yonggang

Sudeok

Samhwa

Seongju

Isan

Goju

Munju
Uiju

Deungju
Heupgok

Tongcheon

Goseong

Ganseong

Ingnyeong

Pyeongchang

Myeongju

Jeongseon
Samcheok

Uljin

Tosan
GokjuSuan

Hwangju
Eunyul

Sinju

Anak

Anju

Bongju

Cheongsong PyeongjuUbongJangyeon

Cheongcheon

Onju
Ongjin

Baengnyeong

Dongju
Sineun

Yuju
Pungju

Haeju

Tosan

Jangdan

Papyeong
Jeongju

Icheon

Inje

Jangju
Yanggu

Nangcheon

Dongeum

Gapyeong

Gyoju

Geumseong
Pyeonggang

Anhyeop

Gimhwa
Dongju

Chunju

Hoengcheon

Hongcheon
Namyeong
(Gyeonju)

       Girin

Bukju

Haengju
Yangju

Inju

Wonju
Dangseong Icheon

Yanggeun

JipyeongGwangju

Cheonyeong

Chungju

Suju

Eumseong

Jecheon Yeongwol
Jachun

Dansan

Jeonui

Gongju

Jinju Goeju
Jangyeon

Cheongju

Yeonsan
GyeolseongYesan

Hongju

OnsuIsan

Dangjin Guseong

Buseong AjuCheonan

Cheongpung

Boryeong Cheongyang

Nampo
Hoedeok

Seorim

Buyeo
Biin Yeonsan

Ganghwa

Hwanggan
Gwanseong
Cheongsan

Yeongdong
Jindong

Pyeonghae

Bonghwa
JaesanHeungju

SunanGiju

Giyang

Yean
YeongyangMungyeong

Boryeong

Andong

Boseongbu

Yeju
Yonggung

Sangju

Hamchang

Yeongdeok

Cheongha

Heunghae
Yeongil

Janggi

Uiseong

Sinnyeong

Yeongju

Dian

Gyeongsanbu

Uiheung

Ilseon

Jirye In-dong
Chilgok

Geumsan

Seongju GyeongjuGoryeong
Hyeonpung

Cheongdo
Eonyang

Geochang

Ian Hapcheon

Miryang
Ulju

Hayang
Jain

Yangju

Hamyang
Yeongsan

Uiryeong
Saneum

Gimju
Dongnae
Gijang

Geoje

Hadong Uian
Ungsin

Haman
Gangseong

Goseong
Sacheon

Namhae

Gwangyang

Jillye

Geumgu

Okgu
Gosan

Jeonju

Mupung
Cheongyang

Geumma
Mangyeong

Gimje
Buan Jinan

Jangju
JanggyeGobu

Jeongeup

Imsil

NamwonSunchang

Musong

Damyang

Haeyang

Gurye
Yeonggwang Jangseong

Gokseong
Dongbok

Hampung

SeungpyeongMuan Naju
Neungseong Nagan

Yeongam Boseong
Jangheung

HeungyangHaenam
Donggang

Jindo

Sakju
Uiju

YeongwonGwiju

Unju
Taeju Muju

Jinju

Sunju

Hamjong Samdeung

Chuiljeon

Jeokseong

Gyoha
Tongjin
Gimpo

Suju

Gwaacheon

Jinwi
Yangseong

Anseong
Jukju
Eumjuk

Mokju Doan

Daeheung Samgi

Hongsan

Jeongsan
Isan
Jinjam

GarimDeogeun GaeryeongGunwi

Gyeongsan

Chogye
Changnyeong

Chirwon

Hoein

Taesan

Okgwa

Changpyeong

Hwasun

Unbong

Hansan

Ulleungdo

Dokdo

Tamna

YELLOW  SEA

EAST  SEA

* Note: Exclaves are not labeled.

Bukgye
Donggye

Seohae-do

Gaeseongbu

Yanggwan-do

Gyeongsang-do

Jeolla-do

Gyoju-do

Provincial Boundary

Bu·Gun Boundary

Metropolitan City Office

Provincial office·Bu 

Provincial office·Gun

Bu

YELLOW  SEA

EAST  SEA

Onseong-gun

Gyeongheung-gun

Gilju-gun

Musan-gun

Heoryeong-gun
Najin-bu

Hakseong-gun

Myeongcheon-gun

Gyeongseong-gun

Cheongjin-bu

Gyeongwon-gun

Buryeong-gun

Gyeongseong-gun

Gilju-gun

Yeongheung-gun

Gowon-gun

Hamju-gun

Jeongpyeong-gun

Danchen-gunJangjin-gun

Sinheung-gun
Iwon-gun

Bukcheong-gun

Hongwon-gun

Samsu-gun
Gabsan-gun

Hyesan-gun

Pungsan-gun

Heungnam-bu

Jeungpyeongjang

Hamheung-bu

Ganggye-gun

Uiju-gun

Yongcheon-gun

Jaseong-gun

Huchang-gun

Wiwon-gun

Huicheon-gun

Unsan-gun

Yeongbyeon-gun
Taecheon-gunGuseong-gun

Seoncheon-gun

Cheolsan-gun
Jeongju-gun

Bakcheon-gun

Chosan-Gun

Byeokdong-gun

Changseong-gun

Sakju-gun

Sinuiju-bu

Yeongwon-gun

Deokcheon-gun

Anju-gun
Gaecheon-gun

Suncheon-gun

Pyeongwon-gun

Gangseo-gun

Yonggang-gun

Daedong-gunSeongcheon-gun
Yangdeok-gun

Gangdong-gun

Maengsan-gun

Jinnampo-bu

Pyeongyang-si

Yeongyu

Goksan-gun

Suan-gun
Hwangju-gun

Jounghwa-gun

Haeju-bu Gaeseong-bu

Seoheung-gun

Jaeryeong-gun

Sincheon-gun

Bongsan-gun

Geumcheon-gun

Byeokseong-gunJaeryeong-gun

Singye-gun
Anak-gunEunyul-gun

Songhwa-gun

Ongjin-gun
Yeonbaeg-gun

Muncheon-gun

Deogwon-gun
Wonsan-bu

Inje-gun

Anbyeon-gun
Tongcheon-gun

Heoyang-gun

Goseong-gunPyeonggang-gun

Gimhwa-gun

Icheon-gun

Cheorwon-gun

Yeoncheon-gun
Hwacheon-gun

Yanggu-gun
Yangyang-gun

Hongcheon-gun

Samcheok-gun

Pyeongchang-gun

Jeongseon-gun

Yeongwol-gun

Chunseong-gun

Hoengseong-gun

Wonju-si

Gangneung-gun
Chuncheon-bu

Uljin-gun

Gaepung-gun
Jangdan-gun

Yangpyeong-gun

Gapyeong-gun
Pocheon-gun

Gwangju-gun

Paju-gun

Yeoju-gunYongin-gun

Anseong-gun
Icheon-gun

Pyeongtaek-gun

Siheung-gun

Yangju-gun
Gimpo-gun

Ganghwa-gun
Goyang-gun

Incheon-bu

Suwon-gun

Bucheon-gun

Jechen-gun

Goesan-gun

Danyang-gun

Yeongdong-gun

Boeun-gun

Okcheon-gun

Cheongwon-gun

Eumseong-gun
Jincheon-gun

Chungju-gun

Cheongju-bu

Seosan-gun

Gongju-gun

Buyeo-gun

Dangjin-gunAsan-gun

Yesan-gun

Nonsan-gun
Iksan-gun

Boryeong-gun
Cheongyang-gun

Hongseong-gun

Seocheon-gun

Cheonan-gun

Yeongi-gun

Daedeok-gun

Daejeon-bu

Andong-gun

Sangju-gun

Bonghwa-gun

Uiseong-gun

Yeongil-gun
Yeongcheon-gun

Mungyeong-gun

Cheongsong-gun

Yeongyang-gun

Yeongdeok-gun

Cheongdo-gun

Yeongju-gun

Yecheon-gun

Seongju-gun

Chilgok-gun

Seonsan-gun

Gyeongsan-gun

Goryeong-gun

Gyeongju-gunDaegu-bu

Dalseong-gun

Gimcheon-gunWanju-gun
Jinan-gun

Muju-gun

Imsil-gun

Namwon-gun

Gimje-gun

Jeongeup-gun
Buan-gun

Gurye-gun

Jangsu-gun

Gochang-gun

Geumsan-gun

Sunchang-gun

Okgu-gun
Jeonju-bu

Iri-buGunsan-bu

Hapcheon-gun Miryang-gun

Geochang-gun

Yangsan-gunSancheong-gun Gimhae-gun
Haman-gun

Jinyang-gun

Hadong-gun

Hamyang-gun

Goseong-gun

Uiryeong-gun

Busan-bu

Changnyeong-gun

Sacheon-gun

Masan-bu

Ulsan-gun

Jinju-bu

Tongyeong-gun
Namhae-gun

Changwon-gun
Naju-gunHwasun-gun

Jindo-gun

Boseong-gun

Goheung-gun

Yeongam-gun

Gangjin-gun

Jangheung-gun

Gokseong-gun

Jangseong-gunDamyang-gun
Yeonggwang-gun

Hampyeong-gun

Gwangsan-gun

Gwangju-bu

Muan-gun

Wando-gun

Mokpo-bu
Suncheon-gun

Yeosu-gun

Gwangyang-gun

Namjeju-gun
Bukjeju-gun

Jeju

Unggi

Pyeongsan

Dongnae

Ulleungdo

Dokdo

Hamgyeongbuk-do

Pyeonganbuk-do

Pyeongannam-do

Hamgyeongnam-do

Hwanghae-do

Chungcheongbuk-do

Jeollanam-do

Gyeongsangnam-do

Gyeongsangbuk-do

Jeollabuk-do

Chungcheongnam-do

Gyeonggi-do

Gangwon-doSeoul-si

38°

Jecheon
YeongchunChungju

Geosan

Jincheon

Jinsan

Yeonpung
Cheongju

Seosan

Deoksan
Taean

Asan

Dangjin

Myeoncheon

Cheongpung

Gyeolseong
Yesan

Boeun

Okcheon
Hwanggan

Yeongdong

Boryeong
Gongju

MunuiJeongsan
Nampo

Hongju

BuyeoBiin

Seocheon
Yeonsan

Pyeongtaek Eumseong
Mokcheon

Danyang
CheonanCheonganHaemiSinchangOnyang

Jeonui
Yeongi

Daeheung

Cheongyang

Hoein

HoedeokCheongsan

Hongsan
Noseong

Jinjam

Imcheon
Seokseong

Eunjin
Hansan

Jisan

IksanOkgu Gosan
Geumsan

Jeonju
Geumgu

YongdamMangyeong
Muju

Gimje
Buan Jinan

JangsuGobuTaein Imsil

Jeongeup Namwon
Sunchang

Unbong

Mujang

Damyang
Gurye

Yeonggwang
Jangseong

Gokseong
Dongbok

Hampyeong
Gwangju Gwangyang

Suncheon
MuanNaju

Neungju Nagan
Yeongam Boseong

Jangheung
HeungyangHaenam

GangjinJindo

Jeju

Daejeong
Jeongui

Yongan
Hamyeol

Yeosan

Impi

Heungdeok

Gochang

Okgwa
Changpyeong

Hwasun
Nampyeong

Heunghae

Janggi

Sinnyeong
Gaeryeong Uiheung
Gimsan

YeongcheonJiryeSeongju Chilgok
GyeongjuDaegu

Goryeong
HyeonpungCheongdo

Eonyang
Geochang

Anui Hapcheon

Miryang
Ulju

Yangsan
Hamyang Samga Yeongsan

SancheongUiryeong

Changwon
Gimhae

Dongnae

Ungcheon

Geoje

Hadong Jinju
Danseong Haman

Gonyang
Goseong

Sacheon

Namhae

Bonghwa
Sunheung

Punggi
Yeongcheon

Yean
Yeongyang

Mungyeong
Yecheon

Andong JinboYeonghae
YonggungSangju

Cheongsong
Yeongdeok
CheonghaUiseongBianSeonsan

Hamchang

Gunwi

In-dong

Hayang

Gyeongsan
Jain

ChogyeChangnyeong

JinhaeChirwon

Yeoncheon

PocheonPungdeok
Yangju Gapyeong

Yeongpyeong
Jangdan

Gaeseong

Paju

GoyangGanghwa

Incheon
Siheung
Ansan Gwangju

Yanggeun
Jipyeong

Yeoju

Namyang
Yongin

Suwon

Anseong

Gyo-dong

Majeon
Jeokseong

Gyoha
Tongjin
Gimpo

Bupyeong Hanseong
Yangcheon
Gwacheon

Icheon
Yangji

Eumjuk
YangseongJuksan
Jinwi

Icheon

Heupgok

Tongcheon

Goseong

Inje

Cheorwon Yanggu

Nangcheon

Ganseong

Hoeyang

GeumseongPyeonggang
Anhyeop

Gimhwa

YangyangChuncheon

Hongcheon

Pyeongchang

Hoengseong
Gangneung

Wonju Jeongseon
SamcheokYeongwol

Uljin

Pyeonghae

Junghwa
SangwonSamdeung

GoksanSuanHwangju
Jangnyeon

Eunyul Anak

Jaeryeong

Bongsan

Songhwa Pyeongsan Tosan

Jangyeon Geumcheon

Baekcheon

Yeonan
OngjinGangnyeong

Seoheung

MunhwaPungcheon

Haeju Sangnyeong

Sincheon

Huju

Ganggye
Wiwon

Chosan
Byeokdong

Changseong

Sakju
Uiju

Yeongwon
Guseong

Taecheon

Jeongju

Bakcheon

Anju

Unsan

Yongcheon

Seoncheon

Yeongbyeon

Deokcheon

Huicheon

Cheolsan

Gaecheon
Maengsan

Eunsan
Sukcheon

Yeongyu Jasan
Sunan

PyeongyangGangdong

Yonggang

Yangdeok

Samhwa

Seongcheon

Gwaksan Gasan 

Jeungsan
HamjongGangseo

Gyeongwon

Gyeongheung

Heoryeong

Buryeong

Jongseong

Musan

Gyeongseong

Myeongcheon

Gilju

GapsanSamsu

DancheonJangjin

Iwon
Bukcheong

Hamheung

Yeongheung

Jeongpyeong

Hongwon

Gowon

Muncheon
Deokwon

Anbyeon

Onseong

Yeonil

* Note: Exclaves are not labeled.

Ulleungdo

Dokdo

Chungcheong-do

Jeolla-do

Gyeongsang-do

Gyeonggi-do

Gangwon-do

Hwanghae-do

Pyeongan-do

Hamgyeong-do

YELLOW  SEA

EAST  SEA

Goryeo Dynasty (The 11th Century)

Korean Empire (1897)

Joseon Dynasty (1861)

Gabsan

Samsu

DancheonJangjin

IwonBukcheong

Hamheung

Yeongheung

Jeongpyeong

Hongwon

Gowon
Muncheon
Deokwon

Anbyeon

Gyeongwon

Gyeongheung

Heoryeong

Buryeong

Jongseong

Musan

Gyeongseong

Myeongcheon

Gilju

Onseong

Jaseong

Huchang

Ganggye

Wiwon

ChosanByeokdong

Changseong

Sakju
Uiju

Guseong
Taecheon

JeongjuBakcheon

Unsan

Yongcheon
Seoncheon

Yeongbyeon

Huicheon

Cheolsan Gwaksan Gasan

Yeongwon

Anju

Seongcheon

Deokcheon
Gaecheon

Maengsan

Eunsan
SukcheonSuncheon

YeongyuJasan

PyeongyangGangdong

SamdeungGangseo
Yonggang

Yangdeok

Samhwa Junghwa
Sangwon Goksan

SuanHwangjuJangnyeon

Eunyul Anak

Jaeryeong

Bongsan

Songhwa
Pyeongsan

Tosan

Jangyeon
Geumcheon

Baekcheon
Pungdeok

YeonanOngjin
Gangnyeong

Seoheung
Singye

MunhwaPungcheon
Sincheon

Haeju Yeoncheon

Pocheon

Sangnyeong

YangjuGapyeong

YeongpyeongMajeonJangdan
JeokseongGaeseong
Paju

Goyang

Ganghwa

Incheon
Siheung
Ansan Gwangju

Yanggeun
Jipyeong

Yeoju
Namyang YonginIcheon

Suwon

Anseong

Tongjin
Gyoha

Gimpo
BupyeongHanseong
Yangcheon

Gwacheon

Yangji
Yangseong
Jinwi

Icheon

Heupgok

Tongcheon

Goseong

Inje

Yanggu
Nangcheon

Ganseong

Hoeyang

Geumseong

Pyeonggang

Anhyeop

Gimhwa

Yangyang

Hongcheon

Pyeongchang
Hoengseong

Gangneung

Wonju Jeongseon

SamcheokYeongwol

Uljin

Pyeonghae

Cheorwon

CheonanSeosan
Taean

Asan

Dangjin
Myeoncheon

Deoksan
Onyang

Boryeong

Gongju

JeongsanNampoBuyeo
Bin

Seocheon
Yeonsan

Pyeongtaek

Mokcheon
Haemi

Sinchang
Gyeolseong Yesan Jeonui

Yeongi

Hongju

Daeheung

Cheongyang

Hongsan
Noseong

Jinjam
Imcheon

Seokseong
Eunjin

Hansan

Danyang

JecheonYeongchunChungju

GeosanJincheon Yeonpung

Cheongju

Boeun

Okcheon
Hwanggan

Yeongdong

Eumseong

Cheongan

Cheongpung

MunuiHoein

Eumjuk
Juksan

Jiksan

Hoedeok

Bonghwa

Sunheung
PunggiYeongju

Yean
Yeongyang

Mungyeong
Yecheon

AndongJinboYeonghae
YonggungHamchang

Sangju
CheongsongYeongdeok

Cheongha

Heunghae

Janggi

Uiseong

Sinnyeong

Bian
Seonsan

Gaeryeong
UiheungGimsan

YeongcheonJirye
SeongjuChilgok
Indong

Hayang
GyeongjuDaegu

GyeongsanGoryeong
Hyeonpung

Cheongdo

Gunwi

Chogye

Chirwon

Eonyang

Geochang
Anui Hapcheon

Miryang Ulsan

Yangsan
HamyangSamga Yeongsan
SancheongUiryeong

Changwon
Gimhae
DongnaeDanseong

Busan
Ungcheon

Geoje

Hadong JinjuMasanGonyang
GoseongSacheon

Namhae

Jisan

Gunsan Iksan
Gosan
Geumsan

Impi
JeonjuYongdam

Muju

Gimje
Buan

Jinan
JangsuGobuTaein ImsilJeongeup

Namwon
SunchangUnbong

Yongan

Hamyeol
Yeosan

MangyeongOkgu

Haman

Mujang

Damyang

Gurye
YeonggwangJangseong

GokseongHampyeong
Gwangju

Gwangyang
SuncheonMuan

NajuNeungju
Nampyeong

Hwasun

NaganYeosuMokpo
Yeongam Boseong

Jangheung
Heungyang

DolsanHaenam
Gangjin

Jindo
Wando

Jido

Gochang
Heungdeok

Jinhae

Okgwa 
Changpyeong

Dongbok

Daejeong

Jeju

Jeongui

Hamjong
Jeungsan

Jinnampo

Cheongsan

Yeonil

Ulleungdo

Dokdo

Jeollanam-do

Hamgyeongbuk-do

Hamgyeongnam-do

Pyeonganbuk-do

Gyeongsangbuk-do

Pyeongannam-do

Hwanghae-do

Gyeonggi-do

Gangwon-do

Chungcheongnam-do

Chungcheongbuk-do

Gyeongsangnam-do

Jeollabuk-do

YELLOW  SEA

EAST  SEA

38˚

Busan

Daegu

Daejeon

Seoul

Gaeseong
Cheorwon Yangyang

Pyeongyang

HamheungSinuiju

Cheongjin

Hyesanjin

Chosan

Incheon

Gwangju

1950.9.5.

1950.9.15.
1950.8.4.

38˚

Busan

Daegu

Daejeon

Seoul

Gaeseong
Cheorwon Yangyang

Pyeongyang

HamheungSinuiju

Cheongjin

Hyesanjin

Chosan

Incheon

Gwangju

38˚

Busan

Daegu

Daejeon

Seoul

Gaeseong
Cheorwon Yangyang

Pyeongyang

HamheungSinuiju

Cheongjin

Hyesanjin

Chosan

Incheon

Gwangju

38˚

Busan

Daegu

Daejeon

Seoul

Gaeseong Cheorwon
Yangyang

Pyeongyang

HamheungSinuiju

Cheongjin

Hyesanjin

Chosan

Incheon

Gwangju

Korean War

1950. 6 · 25 : Outbreak of the Korean War 1950. 10 – 12 : Advance to the North of South Korean 
and UN forces

1950. 8 – 9 : Nakdonggang River Defense Line 
and Operation Chromite

1953. 7. 27 : The Truce
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In the 12th century, Goryeo waged a massive war against the 
Yeojin Tribe and earned preemptive rights over the Dumangang 
region. The rights were used as substantial evidence when Koreans 
had a border dispute in the northeastern part of the Korean 
Peninsula with Chinese or other northern forces. Entering the 
Joseon Dynasty, Koreans considered their territory not limited to 

Amnokgang River or Dumangang River, but extending beyond 
those rivers thanks to the preemptive rights over Manchuria. 

The local administrative bodies were composed of five dos 
(provinces) and two gyes (military districts) during the Goryeo 
Dynasty. The five dos, Yanggwang-do, Gyeongsang-do, Jeolla-
do, Seohae-do, and Gyoju-do, had local administrators dispatched 

for administrative affairs and the two gyes, Bukgye and Donggye, 
located near the border, had generals dispatched. Goryeo consisted 
of general administrative districts in the south and military districts 
in the north. Later, the Joseon Dynasty had a unitary system, which 
consisted of eight dos and this was further reorganized into 13 dos 
and seven bus in the Era of the Korean Empire.


